
 

 

AɎ חaȅ Ȓȇ גɎh Maȸch ًאזח a lb bȒȅb eɴȵlȒded aɎ Ɏhe ȸeaȸ

ɯall Ȓf זא PeȇɎȒȇ SɎȸeeɎً Ɏhe UK headȷɖaȸɎeȸɀ Ȓf Ɏhe Ɏheȇ eɴiled

Afȸicaȇ NaɎiȒȇal CȒȇgȸeɀɀِ 

IɎ iɀ likelɵ ɎhaɎ ANC PȸeɀideȇɎ Oliɮeȸ TaȅbȒ ɯaɀ eɴȵecɎed ɎȒ be

iȇ Ɏhe bɖildiȇg fȒȸ he ɯaɀ dɖe ɎȒ addȸeɀɀ laȸge cȸȒɯdɀ Ȓf aȇɎiٮ

aȵaȸɎheid deȅȒȇɀɎȸaɎȒȸɀ iȇ Tȸafalgaȸ Sȷɖaȸe laɎeȸ ɎhaɎ daɵِ 

ANC ȸeɀeaȸcheȸ aȇd ɮȒlɖȇɎeeȸً Mȸِ VeȸȇeɎ MbaɎhaً ɯaɀ Ɏhe Ȓȇlɵ

ȵeȸɀȒȇ Ȓȇ ɀiɎe aɎ Ɏhe Ɏiȅeِ He ɀɖɀɎaiȇed ȅiȇȒȸ iȇjɖȸieɀ aȇd

ȅaȇaged ɎȒ eɀcaȵe bɵ cliȅbiȇg ȒȇɎȒ Ɏhe ȸȒȒf aȇd acȸȒɀɀ

ȇeighbȒɖȸiȇg bɖildiȇgɀِ 

The ɀɎaiȸcaɀe had beeȇ deȅȒliɀhed iȇ Ɏhe blaɀɎِ The ANCټɀ

ȵɖblicaɎiȒȇ faciliɎieɀً alȒȇg ɯiɎh iȅȵȒȸɎaȇɎ ȸecȒȸdɀ aȇd Ȓffice

eȷɖiȵȅeȇɎ ɯeȸe alɀȒ deɀɎȸȒɵedِ

ĬįthŐMarchŐĬĴĳĭŐ-Ő
TheŐBombingŐofŐ
ĭĳŐPentonŐStreet

THEŐBOMBING

LOCALŐIMPACT
The iȅȵacɎ Ȓf Ɏhe aȵaȸɎheid ȸegiȅeټɀ diɮiɀiɮe aȇd ȒfɎeȇ ɮiȒleȇɎ

ȵȒlicieɀ ɯeȸe diȸecɎlɵ eɴȵeȸieȇced bɵ Ɏhe lȒcal cȒȅȅɖȇiɎɵ aȇd

ɀɖȵȵȒȸɎeȸɀ Ȓf Ɏhe aȇɎiٮaȵaȸɎheid ɀȒlidaȸiɎɵ ȅȒɮeȅeȇɎɀِ 

The bȒȅbiȇg haȵȵeȇed ȇȒɎ ɎȒȒ faȸ fȸȒȅ a lȒcal ȅaȸkeɎً ȵȒɀiȇg

ɀeȸiȒɖɀ daȇgeȸ ɎȒ ɀɎallhȒldeȸɀ aȇd ɀhȒȵȵeȸɀِ WiȇdȒɯɀ Ȓf

ȇeighbȒɖȸiȇg bɖildiȇgɀ ɯeȸe ɀhaɎɎeȸedً iȇclɖdiȇg Ɏhe Saȅɖel

SȅiɎh ȵɖb aȇd Ɏhe WhiɎe LiȒȇ Fȸee SchȒȒlً bȒɎh Ȓȇ WhiɎe LiȒȇ

SɎȸeeɎ ɀiɎɖaɎed ȅeɎȸeɀ aɯaɵ fȸȒȅ Ɏhe eɴȵlȒɀiȒȇِ Debȸiɀ fȸȒȅ Ɏhe

blaɀɎ ɯaɀ fȒɖȇd ȇeaȸlɵ גȅ aɯaɵ aȇd Ɏhe eɴȵlȒɀiȒȇ ɯaɀ heaȸd

aɀ faȸ aɯaɵ aɀ SɎȒke NeɯiȇgɎȒȇِ

 

The IɀliȇgɎȒȇ GaɿeɎɎeً iȇ aȇ aȸɎicle ȵɖbliɀhed Ȓȇ חɎh Maȸch ًאזח

cȒȅȅeȇɎed ɎhaɎ Ɏhe aɎɎack ٹȸeɮiɮed ɯaȸɎiȅe ȅeȅȒȸieɀ Ȓf Ɏhe

BliɎɿِٺ

THEŐformerŐĂkŐheadqĂartersŐofŐtheŐafrican
nationalŐcongressŐŅANCņŐofŐsoĂthŐafricaŐ



 

 

 

kHEŐPOLIkICAL
AFkERMAkH

The AnɎiٮAȵaȸɎheid MoɮemenɎ ٢AAM٣ and oɎheȸ libeȸaɎion

ɀolidaȸiɎɵ moɮemenɎɀ ȵoinɎed Ɏhe fingeȸ aɎ PȸeɎoȸia foȸ Ɏhe

bombِ Manɵ belieɮed ɀɎȸonglɵ ɎhaɎ Ɏhe Bɖȸeaɖ of SɎaɎe

SecɖȸiɎɵ ٢BOSS٣ً PȸeɎoȸiaټɀ inɎelligence and coɮeȸɎ oȵeȸaɎionɀ

ɀeȸɮice agencɵً ɯaɀ behind Ɏhe bȸaɿen aɎɎackِ 

 

Callɀ ɯeȸe made foȸ ɀȵecial goɮeȸnmenɎ ɀecɖȸiɎɵ

aȸȸangemenɎɀ Ɏo be ȵɖɎ inɎo ȵlace foȸ Ɏhe leadeȸɀhiȵ of Ɏhe

libeȸaɎion moɮemenɎɀ in Ɏhe UK bɖɎ ScoɎland Yaȸd ȸeȵoȸɎedlɵ

ɀaɯ no ȸeaɀon foȸ Ɏhiɀ meaɀɖȸeِ 

ADMISSIONŐOFŐGpILk

Nine foȸmeȸ agenɎɀ of Ɏhe aȵaȸɎheid ɀecɖȸiɎɵ aȵȵaȸaɎɖɀ

admiɎɎed Ɏo Ɏhe ȵlanning and eɴecɖɎion of Ɏhe bombing aɎ

Ɏhe TȸɖɎh and ReconciliaɎion Commiɀɀion ٢TRC٣ِ 

Theɵ Ɏold Ɏhe TRC ɎhaɎ Ɏheɵ had been led bɵ BOSS oȵeȸaɎiɮe

Cȸaig Williamɀonً and had aȸȸiɮed in Ɏhe UK on falɀe

docɖmenɎaɎion ɯiɎh Ɏhe helȵ of indiɮidɖalɀ in Ɏhe SoɖɎh

Afȸican Embaɀɀɵ in Tȸafalgaȸ Sȷɖaȸeِ 

The bomb ɯaɀ aɀɀembled on Ɏhe embaɀɀɵټɀ דɎh flooȸ ɯiɎh

ȵaȸɎɀ bȸoɖghɎ inɎo Ɏhe coɖnɎȸɵ ɀȵecificallɵ foȸ Ɏhe miɀɀionِ

ANCŐSkAkEMENkŐON
kHEŐAkkACK

The ANCټɀ SecȸeɎaȸɵ Geneȸalً Alfȸed Nɿoً ȸeleaɀed a ɀɎaɎemenɎ

ɀaɵing ɎhaɎ Ɏhe bombing ٹconɀɎiɎɖɎeɀ a challenge Ɏo Ɏhe

ȵeoȵle of SoɖɎh Afȸica and Ɏo Ɏhe inɎeȸnaɎional commɖniɎɵ Ɏo

ȵɖɎ an end Ɏo Ɏhiɀ cȸiminal ɀɵɀɎem of aȵaȸɎheidِٺ

 

The bombing of oɖȸ London officeًٓ Ɏhe ɀɎaɎemenɎ conɎinɖedًٹ

ٓmaȸkɀ an eɀcalaɎion of Ɏhe ȵȸogȸamme of Ɏeȸȸoȸiɀm bɵ Ɏhe

ȸegime in Ɏhe ɮain aɎɎemȵɎ Ɏo ɀaɮe iɎɀelf fȸom an ineɮiɎable

defeaɎ bɵ Ɏhe ȵeoȵle of SoɖɎh Afȸica and Ɏhe ANCِٓ
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During the 1980s, covert attacks against exiled members of the

liberation movement were carried out across the globe, for

example in Lesotho, Mozambique, Botswana, France, Sweden and

as far as the Seychelles. 

The incident at Penton Street was reported from various

perspectives , in the UK and abroad. Some UK example headlines:

“South Africa stands accused over bomb” Morning Star - March,

1982.

“Bomb wrecks rebel’s office” Daily Express - March, 1982

“Rivals may have set ANC office bomb” The Sunday Times - March

1982

“Exiles put blame for blast on BOSS” Daily Mail - March 1982.

THE REBUILD AND BEYOND

The British Council of Churches offered the ANC temporary office

space in its central London office while 28 Penton street was

rebuilt. 

Archbishop Trevor Huddleston, AAM President and an anti-

apartheid veteran who’d lived in South Africa and witnessed the

the effects of apartheid, launched the ‘ANC Office Appeal Fund’ to

aid reconstruction of the building. It was supported by Labour

Party Leader, Michael Foot MP, Liberal Party Leader David Steel

MP, and British trade union leader, Jack Jones CH (later MBE).

After the rebuild, the ANC returned to Penton Street and

continued to coordinate many important campaigns including

‘Votes for Freedom’ in the lead up to the 1994 elections. In 1994,

following over 45 years of apartheid in South Africa, the first

democratic elections were held. The ANC’s Nelson Mandela was

sworn in as President. The ANC no longer needed their Islington

base. 

Action for Southern Africa (the AAM’s evolution) used the

premises from 1994 until 2008. A green heritage plaque was

installed on the building in 2010 to commemorate the ANC’s 16

years in Penton Street and the contributions of local residents to

the struggle against apartheid.


