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Shanthivathie (Shanthie), the eldest of five 
children of Ama and Thambi “Naran” Naidoo, 
was born in Pretoria, Transvaal (now Gauteng) 
on 6 March 1935. She spent her childhood 
with her maternal grandmother in Pretoria.

At school, Shanthie was involved in 
organising school boycotts and distributing 
leaflets. She attended mass meetings at the 
Red Square, Fordsburg, Johannesburg where 
the Oriental Plaza now stands.

In her youth, she was active in the 
Transvaal Indian Youth Congress and then 
in the Federation of South African Women 
(FEDSAW) which was established in 1954.

After the death of her father in 1953, she 
worked as a clerk in the office of the Congress 
of Democrats, an organisation of progressive 
Whites allied to the African and Indian 
Congresses, until it was banned in 1962. 
She then went to work for the South African 
Congress of Trade Unions (SACTU) but was 
forced to give up that job after eleven months, 
in December 1963, when she was subjected 
to restrictions under a five-year banning order.

Her brother Indres Naidoo had been 
imprisoned approximately eight months before 
she was banned, so she became the main 
breadwinner for the family. She managed to 
find a job in Vanguard in a small bookshop.

Shanthie was arrested on 29 February 1965 
on the charge of contravening the banning 
orders. She had gone to court to attend the 
trial of the late Bram Fischer, a jurist and 
Chairman of the South African Communist 
Party (SACP). Bhana Mohamed, who had 
been banned, greeted her and she held her 
finger to her lips to warn him that she was 
also banned. For that, she was charged with 
“communicating with a banned person” and 
held in jail overnight but was acquitted.

She hoped that the restrictions would be 
over in December 1968 but, instead, she was 
served with orders that were more stringent 
for another five years.

Shanthie was banned again in 1968 and was 
then detained in 1969 under Section 6 of the 
Terrorism Act and held for two weeks at The 
Fort in the women’s section of the prison. She 
was in solitary confinement throughout and 
was not allowed to shower or a bath. Water 
was brought to her and she not even allowed 
to empty her own bucket.

She then decided to leave for Britain, where 
her younger sister, Ramnie, had gone into 
exile, in the hope of finding a job and leading 
a more normal life.” Until then, the regime was 
freely granting “exit permits” to opponents 
of Apartheid, depriving them of citizenship 
and prohibiting their return to South Africa. 
Shanthie was refused the “exit permit” though 
she had never been convicted even by an 
Apartheid court.

On 19 June 1969, Shanthie was detained 
under the Terrorism Act without any 
charges and kept in solitary confinement. 
Neither her family nor her lawyer could 
visit or communicate with her. Her family 
did not even know where she was held. 
They engaged a senior counsel and made 
representations to the authorities that she 
would leave the country immediately if she 
was released, but in vain.

Shanthie was interrogated for a whole 
week without sleep. The person in charge of 
interrogation was the notorious Swanepoel 
who shot her brother, Indres Naidoo. She 
was brought to the court on 21 December 
1969, to give evidence in the trial of Winnie 
Mandela and 21 others who were charged, 
after several months of imprisonment, with 
furthering the aims of the African National 
Congress (ANC). That was the first time 
the family could see her since she was 
jailed and they learned that she was now 
imprisoned under a law that allowed the 
police to detain anyone who can be a 
potential witness in a case. 

Six months later they took her to give 
evidence in the trial of twenty two, amongst 
whom were Winnie Mandela and Joyce 

Shanthivathie (Shanthie) Naidoo
South African History Online

Below: Ramnie (centre), with her children 
Natalya and Sean, shortly before their 
departure for London, with Ama (left) and 
Prema and Shanthie (right).  
Photo: Naidoo Family Collection/Liliesleaf

https://www.sahistory.org.za/people/shanthivathie-shanthie-naidoo
https://www.apartheidmuseum.org/uploads/files/resistance_in_their_blood_3.pdf
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Sikhakhane. Shanthie refused to give 
evidence and was subsequently to two  
months imprisonment.

Shanthie told the court that she did not 
wish to give evidence, despite a warning by 
the judge that he would have to convict her 
unless she had “just” reasons for not giving 
evidence. She said she had “two friends 
among the accused. I don’t want to give 
evidence because I will not be able to live with 
my conscience if I do”.

She was referring to Winnie Mandela and 
Joyce Sikhakhane, a journalist.

Under questioning by her counsel, she said 
that she had been kept in solitary confinement 
and made to sleep on the floor. She was 
denied even the minimum of 30 minutes a day 
for exercise to which prisoners were entitled. 
Shanthie described part of her experience to 
the court:

“I was forced to stand for five days and 
nights, while they fired questions at me. I 
lost all sense of time. I only knew it had been 
five days when they took me back to the cell 
and the wardress told me what day it was. 
I also began to lose hold on reality towards 
the end of the interrogation. I had terrifying 
hallucinations, like nightmares, in which the 
questions became all mixed up with broken 
dreams. I didn’t know what was happening.”

The police also threatened her that her 
whole family would be detained if she did 
not make a statement. Finally, she made a 
statement to the police but refused to give 
evidence in court.

The judge in the case, Mr. Justice Bekker, 
ruled against Shanthie and declared: “It is 
obviously unpleasant to be called upon to give 

evidence against friends. Your excuse is a 
moral one but, in my opinion, is not a just one”.

He sentenced her to two months 
imprisonment and warned her that she 
would be sentenced again to one year if she 
continued to refuse to give evidence.

Later the judge sent a message to her 
lawyer to ask the family to persuade Shanthie 
to testify, as he was reluctant to send her to 
prison again; he pitied her, as she looked so 
frail. The family rejected the advice of the 
judge. When Murthie [Naidoo, her brother], 
who was informed by the lawyer, told his 
mother Ama, she said: “Whatever Shanthie 
does we will stand by and support her.”   

On 16 February 1970, the Attorney-General 
stopped the prosecution of Winnie Mandela 
and others for lack of evidence. There was 
now no need for evidence by Shanthie, and 
her mother made an urgent application to the 
court for her release. The police, however, 
told the court that they were again detaining 
Shanthie under the Terrorism Act and that the 
court could not order her release. Shanthie 
was not released until June, after 371 days in 
prison, most of it under solitary confinement, 
for no offence but her ordeal was not over.

She again applied for an exit permit to 
leave South Africa and was happy to receive 
it from the Minister of the Interior in March 
1971. Since she was restricted by the 
banning orders to the magisterial district of 
Johannesburg, she needed permission from 
the Minister of Justice to go to the airport 
on the outskirts of the city. She applied for 
permission but was refused. She was the first 
South African to be placed in this situation. 
Robert Sobukwe, the leader of the Pan 

Africanist Congress (PAC), was the only other 
person so confined.

In the 16 March 1971 issue of the Rand Daily 
Mail, Anthony Holiday wrote:

‘So it is back to square one. 

So Shanthie Naidoo goes on with her work 
in a city bookshop and waits for what will 
happen next.

She reports to the police every Monday 
between 7 a.m. and 7 p.m. She is careful not 
to attend social gatherings and not to speak 
to any of her old friends who may be banned. 
She may not publish her feelings in writing, nor 
communicate them to any newspaper.

But the look in her eyes says clearly enough: 
‘I am not afraid.’

She could not attend the wedding of her 
younger brother or the funeral of a close 
relative. She could not talk to her closest 
friends or go on a holiday. She could not go to 
Robben Island prison to see her brother, Indres 
Naidoo, who had been jailed for ten years.  

Shanthie applied to the Supreme Court in 
Pretoria to be allowed to leave the country 
but it ruled against her. She appealed to the 
Appellate Division of the Supreme Court, and 
it also ruled against her in December 1971 and 
ordered her to pay the costs of the hearing.

Finally, in September 1972, after 
international pressure and the intercession 
of Helen Suzman, a liberal Member of 
Parliament, she was given permission to leave 
South Africa. She was also allowed, for the 
first time, to visit Indres in prison.      

Relatives and friends quickly collected 
money for the fares and the court costs so that 
she could leave immediately. More than two 

hundred people of all racial origins went to the 
airport to bid her farewell and sang “We Shall 
Overcome.” She had to say good-bye to one 
person at a time because of the banning order.

She went to the United Kingdom, where she 
worked for a short while for the Soviet Weekly 
and then at the International Defence and Aid 
Fund in London for many years. She was active 
in the ANC. She later worked at the Solomon 
Mahlangu Freedom College, established by the 
ANC in Morogoro, Tanzania.

During this time, she also worked for the 
ANC Women’s Section and SATIS, a society 
dealing with people detained, tortured and 
sentenced to death. They organised petitions, 
marches and all-night vigils outside South 
Africa House.

In 1980, Shanthie and her fiancé, Dominic 
Tweedie, a British anti-apartheid activist, 
went to work at the ANC school, at Mazimbu, 
Morogoro in Tanzania. Shanthie worked in the 
Principal’s office while Dominic, a woodwork 
specialist, was involved with the design and 
construction of the settlement at Morogoro. 
Shanthie and Dominic married during their 
year in Tanzania.

She returned to South Africa in April 1991 
with her husband, Dominic Tweedie, where 
they live. 
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Resistance in their Blood
Anti-Apartheid Museum

Above: Shanthie at a demonstration in London, flanked by 
Fred Carneson on the left and Hugh Lewin on the right. 
Photo: Naidoo Family Collection/Liliesleaf

Below: Ama bidding farewell to her daughter, 
Shanthie, at the time of her departure for London 
in 1972, with Kamala, Prema’s wife, and their 
son, Kuben looking on. Photo: Naidoo family 
collection/Lilliesleaf.

https://www.apartheidmuseum.org/uploads/files/resistance_in_their_blood_3.pdf
https://www.apartheidmuseum.org/uploads/files/resistance_in_their_blood_3.pdf
https://www.apartheidmuseum.org/uploads/files/resistance_in_their_blood_3.pdf
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Relatives wept and friends sang ‘we 
shall overcome’ at Jan smuts airport, 
Johannesburg, one evening last month. 
Shanthie Naidoo, The band Johannesburg 
congresswoman and former detainee Conner 
left South Africa on a one way exit permit 
to freedom. A large multiracial crowd gave 
Shanthie an emotional send off at the airport, 
where she boarded a flight for London. 
Because of her banning order, she was 
permitted to speak to only one person at a 
time. For nearly nine years now, ‘life’ to frail, 
diminutive Shanthie, has meant the lonely half 
existence of a banned and severely restricted 
person. It has meant more than a year in 
solitary confinement, followed by further 
imprisonment for refusing to give evidence 
against her friends. Above all it has meant 
isolation- from friends, family and the welter 
of activities which were once so much a part 
of Shanthie. At 37, Shanthie Naidoo presents 
a picture of quiet courage. A gentle smile and 
soft brown eyes do not tell much about the 
battle she has fought for so long.

BANNING
In earlier years it was a different kind of 

battle thought alongside others in the ranks 
of the Indian Congress and the South African 
Congress of trade unions. Then came 
Shanthie’s first banning order in 1963. It was 
renewed for another five years in 1968, which 
was when Shanthie started a new battle- to be 
allowed to leave the country she loves. She 

made South African history of sorts last year 
when she became the first ‘political’ person 
refused permission to leave the country on 
an exit permit. Shanthie Was granted an exit 
permit by the minister of the interior, only to 
be refused permission from the Minister of 
Justice to leave Johannesburg so that she 
could use it. Shanthie’s Ban restricted her to 
the magisterial district of Johannesburg. Jan 
Smuts airport was 14 miles outside this limit.

PRISONER
Santhie fought the decision in the highest 

courts of the country. Her appeals were 
turned down, first by the Supreme Court, and 
then by the Appellate division in December 
last year. Santhie was a prisoner in her 
own country but she continued her fight for 
freedom. Especially exempted trip to Pretoria 
followed for an interview with the Minister of 
Justice. Her brother Indres, is serving a 10 
year sentence on Robben Island. He was 
an accused in the first sabotage trial in the 
Transvaal in 1963, and will be released in 
may next year. Shanthie saw him for the first 
time since his child a week before leaving 
South Africa when, after the two nights on a 
train to Cape Town, she was allowed to brief 
visit. It was an emotional half hour for both of 
us, said Shanthie on her arrival in London. 
‘Who knows if I will ever see him again - or 
for that matter any of us?’ None of Shanthie’s 
family have passports, or the prospects of 
acquiring them, which is perhaps easier to 

understand when one considers the family 
background. For three generations the Naidoo 
family has fought racial discrimination in 
South Africa. Shanthie’s Granfather was a 
friend of Mahatma Gandhi…Shanthie ‘s father, 
Nariansamy died after giving his life to the 
cause of freedom.

FRAIL
her mother, Mrs. Monomoney Naidoo, was 

jailed during the 1949 defiance campaign in 
Durban. Today Mrs. Naidoo is frail 
and old after having watched each of 
her children suffer for their beliefs. A 
brother, Murthie, was detained under 
the 90 day clause in 1964 and is now 
listed as a communist. Technically he is 
allowed to communicate with Shanthie 
while she-as a banned person-is not 
permitted to speak to him. A sister, Mrs. 
Romnie Dinat, also had brushes with the 
authorities. She left South Africa on an exit 
permit and is now living with her husband 
in London. Shanthie herself was detained 
under the Terrorism Act in 1969, when she 
was already well into her second five year 
banning order. She was held incommunicado 
for a total of 371 days. After six months, she 
appeared briefly in court, called as a witness 
in the trial of 22 people alleged to have 
taken part in activities of the banned African 
National Congress. Shanthie Refused to give 
evidence, saying that two of the accused were 
her friends. She was sentenced to two months 
imprisonment. After the 22 were acquitted 
in February 1970, Shanthie’s detention 
continued- until June that year when she was 
finally released.

Shanthie Naidoo Leaves South Africa 
Excerpt from Sechaba Vol. 6, No. 11/12, South African History Online  
(sahistory.org.za)

https://www.sahistory.org.za/archive/sechaba-volume-6-number-11-and-12-novemberdecember-1972
https://www.sahistory.org.za/archive/sechaba-volume-6-number-11-and-12-novemberdecember-1972
https://www.sahistory.org.za/archive/sechaba-volume-6-number-11-and-12-novemberdecember-1972
https://www.sahistory.org.za/archive/sechaba-volume-6-number-11-and-12-novemberdecember-1972
https://www.sahistory.org.za/archive/sechaba-volume-6-number-11-and-12-novemberdecember-1972
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Video: Shanthie Tweedie Naidoo - SA 
Banned Persons Memory Project

Right: Shanthie Naidoo returned to SA after 1994 
with her husband, Dominic Tweedie and gets into 
detail about the hardships what women freedom 
fighters went through. Image: Alaister Russell
From Sunday TImes Live article, “Meet the Women 
Who Stood With Winnie Mandela in the Triall of 22” 
(www.timeslive.co.za)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yHeO86Tqb_U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yHeO86Tqb_U
https://www.timeslive.co.za/sunday-times/news/2019-08-18-meet-the-women-who-stood-with-winnie-mandela-in-the-trial-of-22/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yHeO86Tqb_U
https://www.timeslive.co.za/sunday-times/news/2019-08-18-meet-the-women-who-stood-with-winnie-mandela-in-the-trial-of-22/
https://www.timeslive.co.za/sunday-times/news/2019-08-18-meet-the-women-who-stood-with-winnie-mandela-in-the-trial-of-22/
https://www.timeslive.co.za/sunday-times/news/2019-08-18-meet-the-women-who-stood-with-winnie-mandela-in-the-trial-of-22/
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The University of East Anglia
UEA is a globally significant centre of research 
that drives global change. We bring fresh 
thinking to the major challenges facing society, 
helping to create a better future for all.
UEA’s world-leading research covers science, 
health and medicine, social sciences and the 
humanities.

The Anti-Apartheid Legacy:  
Centre of Memory & Learning
The Anti-Apartheid Legacy: Centre of Memory 
and Learning (CML) promotes the legacy and 
values of the Southern African liberation 
struggle and the UK’s central role within this 
world-changing history, whilst supporting 
contemporary discourse around social (in)
justice, inclusion and multi-racial collaboration 
for social transformation.

Anti-Apartheid Movement Archives
Forward to Freedom tells the story of the British 
Anti-Apartheid Movement and its campaigns to 
support the people of South Africa in their fight 
against apartheid. The AAM also campaigned 
for freedom for Namibia, Zimbabwe, 
Mozambique and Angola, and against South 
Africa’s attacks on its neighbours.

The National Lottery Heritage Fund
As the largest dedicated funder of the UK’s 
heritage, The National Lottery Heritage 
Fund’s vision is for heritage to be valued, 
cared for and sustained for everyone, now 
and in the future.

This presentation is part of a resource collaboratively developed by 
The Anti-Apartheid Legacy: Centre of Memory and Learning 
(CML) and UEA. It is part of the CML’s work to promote the legacy 
and values of the Southern African liberation struggle, whilst 
supporting contemporary discourse around social (in)justice, 
inclusion and multi-racial collaboration for social transformation

Many of the images and linked documents are supplied with kind 
permission of project partners, The Anti-Apartheid Movement 
Archives. Other sources are referred to at the relevant places in 
the packs.

The development of the resources has been made possible with 
generous support from the National Lottery Heritage Fund and 
UEA’s Impact Fund. 


